
I spend all my free time here by the sea, from the afternoon 
onwards. During the weekends and holidays we stay up here till late  
at night. We’re here all the time … from work to home and then 
we’re here the rest of the time. There aren’t that many places to go 
to. — I’ll tell you about “Al Hoora” beach. This was back in the late 
’70s. The area where “The Exhibition Road” is located now was all 
filled with sea back then, there was no baskin robbins… — All the 
residents in that area were craftsmen. They used to build boats. We 
used to celebrate Eid Al Jabr, Sanad … there. — The shore was right 
outside our doorsteps. So close that during times of high tide we 
would get a little bit flooded. — The sea used to be so close to us, 
Nowadays look at how all that sea area has vanished. — When you 
talk about the sea as a profession, I consider myself only as an ama-
teur cause I spend my time at work and whatever free time I’m left 
with I spend it here at the sea. — It’s just like I said. It’s enough to 
just sit by the sea. There’s no feeling like it. It takes all your worries 
away. — To me personally, I consider the sea my life, it’s all I’ve got. 
I can’t keep away from it. Even when I am away from work on leave 
I don’t travel outside. If we go somewhere, we go to Saudi Arabia 
for a day and that’s it. We don’t take long holiday travels or anything 
like that. I spend my time right here by the sea. — We’re only here 
temporarily of course. After all, the land belongs to the government 
and they can do what they want with it. — However, the govern-
ment officials have promised that there’s going to be a marina pro-
ject similar to the ones located in Muharraq and Budaiya. It’s going 
to be located behind those buildings you see in the back. — The 
project will extend to include all the seashore area up till Sheikh 
Khalifa Causeway. There’s going to be a beach for the public. I’m 
very optimistic about it and look forward to see the final result. At 
least people will be able to have a little breather by the sea. — What 
we really need is a place to settle in. True we’re only amateurs when 
it comes to sailing and fishing but nowadays both professionals and 
amateurs are alike. Wherever the professional fishermen go, the 
amateurs go as well. We both fish in the same spots. Sometimes, I 
even go further out than the professional fish-ermen. — What we 
need is something permanent. This place should be improved not 
just for us but even for generations to come. —
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Ever since we were young and used to go to the sea, this was our 
gathering place. — Usually in the morning we go for 2–3 hours and 
in the afternoon from 4 pm till 10 or midnight sometimes. — For 
50 years we’ve been making a living from the sea. Me and my friend 
Haji Khalil. The sea was our whole life. — Having a dedicated area 
for walks and such isn’t in our benefit. When they built a walk over 
there in the area behind us, we had a better arrangement setup 
there. — I’ve been working with the see for almost 50 years now. 
For me, I’m not willing to cross over the bridge from Muharraq to 
Manama to go to the sea. I’m from Muharraq and will only go to a 
spot in Muharraq. — Around the year 1958 we fishermen had our 
fishing boats -small and big-. Currently, we have those boats over 
there. — We have a good catch when we go to the sea. Usually we 
when we go for 3 days time we come back with almost 800–1000 kg 
worth of fish. — For example, we come here in the morning. Have 
our tea. We plan when we go fishing and when we return. We check 
the weather forecast. If everything is ok, we prepare our equipment 
and gear. If everything seems ok, we gather our equipment and at 
around midnight we sail, for fishing or for a trip or anything. — I’ll 
tell you the difference land reclamation has made, previously, we 
used to catch shrimp that was this big. There used to be a lot of 
fish around. — They got this marina over there, it ruined this spot 
right here. Now no one can take a walk in this spot. — We spent 
all our lives at the sea. We used to make a living out of it. We were 
satisfied. Now we have no income. — We have social security now 
but it only pays something like 200 dinars a month. How is that 
supposed to provide a living for a big family? — For 50 years that 
we’ve been at sea, we always made money from it. We were relaxed 
and filled with content. Now we’re always concerned and worried 
about how to provide for a living. — I’ll tell you something else. I 
was sick for a while. I couldn’t go into the sea for almost 10 years. 
I had rheumatism. I couldn’t use my hands properly. — So when I 
got better I went to renew my sailing license. They told me that it 
had expired and I lost everything. Now I can’t set foot in the sea. 
— We’re sailors. We have our boats lying around but they won’t 
give us a spot in the marina over here. They say all the spots are 
taken. — 55 Years ago, there were no streets around. These houses 
weren’t here. This whole area was filled with sea. It used to reach the 
doorstep of the city. — 
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We’ve been with the sea since we were born. But with every recla-
mation process that happens we sail further and deeper. It’s been 
almost 3–4 years for us here in this spot. — The sea is my life. I find 
comfort by the sea. No matter how stressed I am or what problems 
I’m facing in life, they all fade away when I come to the sea. It’s also 
a source of income. — Life is much different now because all this 
reclamation is killing the sea. Plus overfishing further increases the 
problem. To top that there’s no authority to stop this from happen-
ing. — There should be some renovation or development plans for 
this place. You can see the shore is filled with rocks. It would be 
nice if there was a proper beach in this area for the people to come 
in. — As sailors, the least we could ask for is to have a marina for 
our boats. Now if a low tide comes in, we lose access to our boats. 
Second, the spot where we keep them is not secure. Children some-
times come and play in that area and mess around with the equip-
ment. — Whenever a spot gets reclaimed, it becomes prohibited to 
fish near it. — My new fishing spot? What can I tell you about it, in 
comparison to what’s available it’s good, but the previous location 
was much better. It was closer to me and before the land reclama-
tion there was plenty of fish. Nowadays, the fish is running dry 
from the sea. —
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I’m a resident of the city of Muharraq, “Ben Hindi” neighbour-
hood and I’m 35 years old. — I’ve been in love with the sea since as 
long as I can remember. My father and my ancestors were all sailors 
so my love for the sea comes naturally. — It reminds me of the time 
past. Plus the atmosphere here is really nice not like in the shopping 
malls or elsewhere. — It’s really quiet and peaceful in here. When 
you’re by the sea, you can think clearly and reminisce about the 
good old days. — I used to walk by to this spot before. However, 
ever since the causeway was built I use my car to get to here now. 
You have to use your car, take it out a little …  — Even when you’re 
at home. There’s this feeling of attachment that brings you over to 
the sea. — Since the sea is my source of living, I have to build rela-
tions with the fishermen in the area as they supply the fish. — The 
profession of “Jazzaf ” entails the selling of fish in the market. — 
The fishermen after having spent time and effort catching the fish 
hand over their catch to us and we sell it on their behalf in the mar-
ket and as you know the fish in Bahrain is famous for being very 
fresh. — There are many famous fishing spots here in Bahrain like 
Al Meshtaia, Al Adhm, Al Dood, Al Jarem, Hawar… — Reciting a 
poem : If only you knew about the pain the solicitous was carrying in 
his chest. If you knew where the deprived spent his time. If only you 
knew how much pain he’s carrying around. That’s how the sea is. —
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